
   
 

   
 

Colombia – Election Violence 
May 13, 2026 

Recent events and developments 
Colombia is experiencing an increase in threats against officials 
and political violence by armed groups. On May 12, ex-
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) dissidents 
launched drone strikes at the police station and civilian structures 
in Potrerito, Jamundí municipality of Valle del Cauca department, 
injuring at least one police officer. On May 11, a suspected bomb 
left by ex-FARC dissidents killed at least one and injured two 
others in El Plateado in the Argelia municipality of the Cauca 
department. On the same day, presidential candidate Paloma 
Valencia stated her opposition to the “total peace” policy, 
launched by President Gustavo Petro in 2022 to negotiate with 
some armed groups, and that she intended to “hunt” members of 
those groups “like rats”. Earlier in the year, Colombian 
presidential candidate Abelardo De La Espriella committed to 
launching a large-scale military offensive to restore security 
across the country if elected. On May 10, officials in Labateca, 
Norte de Santander department, declared a state of emergency 
in the municipality until further notice due to attacks by 
suspected rebels targeting security forces. On May 7, Mileidy 
Villada, president of the council of Obando municipality in Valle 
del Cauca department, was shot dead in a targeted attack by a 
group of armed men travelling on a motorcycle. The politician 
and journalist had also recently been targeted directly. On May 5, 
Mateo Pérez Rueda, journalist and director of the local news 
outlet 'El Confidente', was abducted and killed by ex-FARC 
militants in Briceño municipality, Antioquia department, while 
visiting the area following clashes between the National Army 
and FARC dissidents. On May 1, Colombian President Gustavo 
Petro gave a speech announcing his intention to convene a 
National Constituent Assembly to expand and update the 
Colombian constitution in the final stretch of his presidency, to 
bypass a dispute with Congress over social reforms. Around the 
weekend of April 25 and 26, the FARC splinter group “Central 
General Staff” (EMC) conducted over 25 attacks in an offensive 
against military and civilian infrastructure targets in Cauca 
province, south-western Colombia, killing at least 20 civilians. 

Summary 
Colombia is set to hold presidential elections on May 31, determining the future of negotiations between the government and armed 

insurgent and criminal groups. Colombia is already experiencing a wave of political violence and insurgent activity. Throughout May and 

June, this election has the potential of exacerbating Colombia’s instability and risks to travellers and staff. 

Advice from Forth Global 
• Avoid non-essential travel to the Cauca and Valle del Cauca departments, especially in rural areas. 

• Avoid large crowds and protests, government facilities, and polling stations, especially in Bogotá and other major cities. 

• Closely follow the local news for updates and follow the instructions of local authorities. 

• Ensure emergency plans and security protocols are in place and that employees on the ground are aware of procedures, 

emergency numbers, and contacts in case of an insurgent attack. 

Impact assessment 
The upcoming election is likely to significantly escalate the 
existing situation of political instability and violence throughout 
the country. This risk of escalation is expected to remain present 
throughout the election period, including in the run-up to the 
first round on May 31, ahead of a likely run-off round on June 
21, and in the post-election aftermath. Throughout this time and 
on the election dates, civil unrest like political protests and riots 
is likely in major cities, such as Bogotá, Medellín, and Cali, 
creating risks of travel delays or necessary diversions. This risk 
exists especially around government buildings and polling 
stations. Relating to political violence, a particular focus point is 
the “total peace” system, a policy promoted by the current 
government, formalising the peace negotiation process with 
organised armed groups and violent criminal groups. While left-
wing candidate Iván Cepeda supports this policy, his main 
opponents do not, with recent statements by Paloma Valencia 
and Abelardo de la Espriella to that effect. As a result, armed 
groups may increasingly perceive the possibility of a future 
hardline security approach as a direct threat to their position. 
Consequently, attacks linked to the electoral period are likely to 
continue increasing, either by directly targeting political 
candidates, representatives, voters or the wider civilian 
population. This will likely also include interference with the 
electoral process through intimidation and coercion of local 
populations, as occurred during the March 8 parliamentary 
elections. The assassinations of Mileidy Villada on May 7 and the 
previous one of the conservative senator Miguel Uribe Turbay in 
2025 illustrate the significant potential for political violence 
remaining in Colombia. While major urban centres may face 
elevated risks of politically motivated violence, unrest, or 
intimidation campaigns, regions already experiencing 
heightened insurgent activity and clashes are likely to remain 
particularly high-risk. Regions such as Catatumbo in the north 
and Cauca and Valle del Cauca in the south-west are likely to 
remain high-risk areas. Travellers will likely face risks of military 
checkpoints, road closures, but also being caught in crossfire.  

Customised advice 
Please contact us for specific advice: 
+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 
ra@forthglobal.com 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 
organisation and employees for situations like 
these. More information on our website: 
www.forthglobal.com 
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