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Recent events and developments 
On May 7, the Russian Federation warned foreign diplomatic 
missions and international organisations to consider evacuating 
personnel from the Ukrainian capital. Russia had previously 
threatened on May 4 what they described as “massive” 
retaliatory strikes on Kyiv’s city centre, including alleged decision-
making centres, in the case that Ukraine should disrupt the 
Victory Day events in Moscow on May 9. On May 6, Ukrainian 
President Zelenskyy accused Russia of breaching a unilateral 
ceasefire by attacking civilian areas in several cities, among which 
Zaporizhzhia, Kramatorsk, and Dnipro, with drones and missiles. 
Two people were reported killed in an attack on a kindergarten in 
Sumy, though no children were reportedly present. On May 5, at 
least 12 people were killed and 20 injured in Zaporizhzhia, 
Zaporizhzhia oblast, and six killed and 12 injured in Kramatorsk, 
Donetsk oblast, during evening hours local time, following a wave 
of Russian drone and missile strikes hours before a Ukrainian 
unilateral ceasefire. At least four more people were killed, and 15 
others were injured in Dnipro, Dnipropetrovsk oblast, including in 
the area of the Varus distribution centre. In the morning of May 
5, at least four people were killed, and 31 others were injured in 
Poltava district, Poltava oblast; at least 3,480 customers were left 
without gas supplies. In the early morning hours local time, 
explosions were reported in Kyiv and air raid sirens in Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Odesa, Zaporizhzhia and parts of Kharkiv regions. On 
May 4, Russia had unilaterally announced a ceasefire for the days 
of May 8-9, adding that they hoped Ukraine would follow suit. 
Separately, Ukrainian president Zelenskyy announced a unilateral 
ceasefire from May 6 onward, stating that Ukraine would act 
“symmetrically” in relation to Russian warfare. Despite the two 
announcements, no information on a mutual agreement on 
either ceasefire has been released. On April 28, Ukrainian 
authorities extended the nationwide martial law decree for 
another 90 days until at least August 2. On April 9, Russia and 
Ukraine had agreed on a 32-hour ceasefire on April 11 and 12 for 
the celebration of Orthodox Easter. Both sides later accused each 
other of breaking this agreement. 

Summary 
Russia has warned of large-scale retaliatory strikes in the city centre of Kyiv should Ukraine disrupt its Victory Day celebrations on May 

9. Given their track record in attacking civilian sites and infrastructure, these threats are highly credible. Besides the possibility of direct 

kinetic threats, travellers should expect indirect impacts such as infrastructure damage and disruption of services. 

Advice from Forth Global 
• Closely monitor local air-raid alerts and official communications, particularly when operating or staying in central Kyiv. 

• Be prepared for intermittent power and transport disruptions. Ensure travel and work schedules are flexible. 

• Familiarise yourself with nearby shelters, safe rooms, and alternative accommodation options in case of service outages. 

• Carry essential items, including charged power banks, water, and any personal medications as electricity and access to medical 

facilities may be disrupted due to air strikes.   

 

Impact assessment 
The recent threats against Kyiv and warnings to foreign nations, 
combined with the general trend of Russian attacks against 
civilian infrastructure and residential areas, indicate a high 
threat level in the Ukrainian capital for the near future. While 
the entire city of Kyiv is a potential target, particular risk areas 
include critical infrastructure sites, especially electrical 
installations, as well as the city centre, as announced directly by 
Russia. Furthermore, government offices and administrative 
installations will likely be targets for Russian strikes to come. 
Historically, high-risk districts for drone and missile strikes 
include Shevchenkivskyi (the centre), Sviatoshynskyi, 
Solomianskyi, Holosiivskyi, Obolonskyi, and Dniprovskyi. In these 
districts, interruptions in essential services are likely, including 
electrical power outages, but also water supply failures and 
disruptions to mobile networks, internet connectivity, payment 
systems, and ATM availability. The provision of public transport 
and hospital and emergency services may be hindered by strikes, 
too. On May 9 and the following days, Kyiv is to be considered 
an elevated threat environment where service disruptions and 
localised incidents are probable due to long-range drone and 
missile strikes, particularly during overnight and early morning 
periods, and evolving diplomatic dynamics related to the war. 
Furthermore, there remains a credible risk of incidental harm to 
travellers resulting from missile or drone strikes, falling debris, 
or secondary effects near targeted sites. There is also a 
possibility of shelter-in-place or evacuation orders, depending on 
the magnitude of the strikes. In the unlikely event that other 
nations should follow the recommendation to evacuate their 
embassies, the availability of consular assistance for foreigners 
would also decrease significantly, negatively affecting both 
administrative operations and emergency operations such as 
medical evacuations. Around the date of May 9, travellers 
should additionally consider the logistical impact of the threats. 
Movements of people are likely to cause congested roads and 
saturated public transport, leading to travel disruptions on major 
transport arteries leading to and from the capital city. 

Customised advice 
Please contact us for specific advice: 
+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 
ra@forthglobal.com 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 
organisation and employees for situations like 
these. More information on our website: 
www.forthglobal.com 
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