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Summary 
Since December 8, heavy fighting has resumed along the Thailand-Cambodia border, which has escalated into the fiercest clashes since 
July. On December 9, limited diplomatic overtures signalled willingness to negotiate, but conditionally, as hostilities continued and both 
governments blame each other. By December 10, Thailand confirmed 16 active combat fronts and more than 500,000 evacuations across 
both countries, underscoring worsening instability and heightened travel disruption in affected border provinces. 

Impact assessment 
The renewal of heavy fighting along the Thailand-Cambodia 
border has significantly increased security risks in several frontier 
provinces, particularly Thailand’s Surin, Buri Ram, Sa Kaeo, Si Sa 
Ket, Ubon Ratchathani, and Trat provinces, as well as Cambodia’s 
Pursat, Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, and 
Preah Vihear provinces. While large-scale clashes remain 
concentrated in rural and border-adjacent districts, including the 
ones just mentioned, their intensity and geographic spread have 
raised the likelihood of incidental spillover into civilian-populated 
or transport areas. Travellers passing through these regions face 
a moderate likelihood of indirect exposure to hostilities, such as 
stray artillery fire, airspace restrictions, or displacement-related 
disruptions. Infrastructure near the conflict zones, including local 
roads and border crossings, may experience intermittent closures 
or security checkpoints due to ongoing operations. The likelihood 
of temporary disruptions along main trade and transit corridors, 
including crossings at Chong Chom-O’Smach and Aranyaprathet-
Poipet, is moderate in the near term as both militaries reinforce 
border positions. This could impact logistics and mobility for 
business travellers, expatriates, or humanitarian personnel 
operating near the frontier. Within major urban and tourist 
centres, such as Bangkok, Pattaya, Siem Reap, and Phnom Penh, 
the immediate threat to personal safety remains low, though 
situational awareness is still necessary considering the rising 
nationalist sentiment and sporadic anti-foreign demonstrations 
that occurred during bilateral crises in the past. Increased border 
tensions could also lead to tighter security measures, including 
curfews, expanded military patrols, or temporary deployment of 
domestic security forces. Travel restrictions may affect interstate 
highways and cross-border routes, especially if ceasefire talks stall 
or sporadic shelling continues near key transit corridors. Overall, 
the likelihood of further clashes remains high in the coming weeks 
until a verifiable truce is implemented. Although deliberate 
targeting of foreign nationals is highly unlikely, travellers in 
affected border areas may face an elevated risk of mobility 
disruption, delays, or inadvertent exposure to military activity. 
 
 
 
 
 

Advice from Forth Global 
• Avoid non-essential travel within 20 km of the Thailand-Cambodia border, especially the provinces mentioned in the assessment. 
• Monitor local media, embassy alerts, and official advisories for updates on ceasefire progress or border closures. 
• Always plan for extra time when travelling across affected provinces and for alternative routes in case of checkpoint delays. 
• Keep in close contact with local partners or accommodation providers for situational updates. 
• Exercise vigilance in crowded or nationalist-sensitive areas, particularly near government or military sites in bigger cities. 

Recent events and developments 
On December 10, Thai officials reported 16 active combat fronts, 
including near the Preah Vihear temple, with Cambodian BM-21 
rockets striking near the Phanom Dong Rak Hospital in Surin 
province, forcing patients and staff to evacuate. This is the fourth 
day of fighting between Thailand and Cambodia, which has 
caused mass evacuations across both countries and many people 
seeking safety in shelters. On the same day, Cambodia announced 
it had withdrawn its athletes from the Southeast Asian Games in 
Thailand, citing safety concerns. On December 9, Malaysia’s 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim stated he had spoken with both 
leaders and noted their willingness to continue negotiations. 
Likewise, an adviser to Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet 
said the country was ready to enter talks at any time. 
Concurrently, Cambodia’s former Prime Minister Hun Sen 
accused Thailand of breaking the U.S.-brokered October 
ceasefire, saying Cambodia had exercised restraint for 24 hours 
before retaliating, while Thailand’s Defence Ministry stated it was 
determined to defend its sovereignty and warned of necessary 
military measures. Also on this day, Thailand’s navy launched 
operations to expel Cambodian troops allegedly invading Trat 
province. Artillery shells landed on homes in Sa Kaeo province, 
though no casualties were reported. On December 8, heavy 
clashes resumed along the 817-km border, marking the fiercest 
fighting since July. Thailand’s military reported conducting air and 
ground operations to disable Cambodia’s military capabilities, 
while Cambodia accused Thailand of using F-16 jets and drones 
against civilian areas. Both sides blame each other for initiating 
hostilities. Cambodian officials reported nine civilian deaths and 
46 injuries since December 8, while Thailand confirmed five 
military fatalities and 68 wounded. On November 10, Thailand 
suspended the two-week-old U.S.-backed ceasefire, which was 
signed on October 26, when one of its soldiers was injured by a 
newly laid landmine by Cambodia while he patrolled in Si Sa Ket 
province. As a result, Thailand refused to release 18 Cambodian 
soldiers captured during the July armed confrontation, and the 
border clashes have resumed with greater intensity. 

Customised advice 
Please contact us for specific advice: 
+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 
ra@forthglobal.com 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 
organisation and employees for situations like these. 
More information on our website: 
www.forthglobal.com 
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