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Summary

Recent events and developments

On June 10, the southwestern part of Colombia, specifically the
departments of Cauca and Valle del Cauca, experienced a wave
of terrorist attacks. The Colombian authorities reported 24
coordinated attacks on police stations and other municipal
buildings in the towns of Caloto, Patia, Villa Rica, El Bordo,
Corinto, Timbiqui, Toribio, Jamundi, Buenos Aires and Morales in
Cauca, as well as in the cities of Buenaventura and Cali. The
attacks involved car and motorcycle bombs, rifle fire and the
launching of explosive devices. Bombs were reportedly placed in
motorcycles and cars parked near police stations and public
spaces. At least three people were killed and more than 50 were
injured, including 19 civilians. In Cali, three bombs were
detonated next to police stations in the Meléndez, Manuela
Beltran and Los Mangos districts. President Gustavo Petro held
an emergency security meeting and ordered immediate
measures, including creating a special “Search Bloc” to hunt
down those responsible for the attacks. On June 10 and 11, the
city of Cali was militarised entirely. Restrictions on commerce
were issued, and authorities were deployed on the main roads.
Access points to the town were also secured. The attacks were
allegedly carried out by the dissident Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) faction, Estado Mayor Central (EMC),
led by Néstor Gregorio Vera, also known as lvan Mordisc.
However, the group has not yet claimed responsibility for the
attacks, while the government is currently holding talks with a
different faction within the group. The terrorist attacks occurred
after the shooting of conservative presidential candidate Miguel
Uribe Turbay at a campaign rally in Bogota, but they may also be
related to the third anniversary of the killing of FARC dissident
leader Leider Johani Noscue.

Impact assessment

The coordinated operation on June 10 in various towns and cities
in the Cauca and Valle del Cauca departments demonstrated the
FARC-EMC's ability to carry out organised, targeted attacks at a
large scale across the country. This coordinated terrorist
campaign has significantly increased the likelihood of further
attacks by the dissident FARC movement, particularly in Valle del
Cauca department where the group is active. With peace talks
with the government having stalled, the EMC rebels have
engaged in open conflict with government forces, further
destabilising the country's already fragile security situation,
which is affected by clashes between criminal gangs and high
levels of crime. This situation has led to a robust governmental
response involving the deployment of security force checkpoints
around the main cities like Cali. While these measures aim to
restore control, they may also pose a further risk to foreign
travellers who are likely to experience potential incidents of
harassment by security forces or exhausted interrogations,
including searches of personal devices. Furthermore, heavy-
handed measures could escalate the current situation and lead
to further attacks by the FARC-EMC group. Foreigners are not
direct targets, but the recent attacks mainly targeted mobile
convoys, government buildings and police stations, which are
usually located in public civic spaces. This increases the
possibility of collateral damage for travellers and civilians. If
these attacks continue, travel disruptions and heightened
security measures are likely to occur. The unstable situation has
also raised significant concerns among residents, increasing the
likelihood of demonstrations or civil unrest demanding greater
protection from the government, as has happened in the past,
which would cause further disruption for travellers.

Advice from Forth Global

e Avoid non-essential travel in the Cauca and Valle del Cauca. If possible, refrain from visiting areas close to governmental buildings

and police stations.

Monitor local news, if possible, to determine the latest developments, such as security forces deployment or an attack, to determine

the possibility of evacuation.

Make sure emergency plans and security protocols are in place and that employees on the ground are aware of procedures,

emergency numbers, and contacts in case of a terrorist attack.

Customized advice

Please contact us for specific advice:
+31(0) 35 543 04 37
christiaan@forthglobal.com

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your
organisation and employees for situations like these.
More information on our website:
www.forthglobal.com




