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Summary

The terrorist attack in the Braisaran Valley in Jammu and Kashmir on 22 April has sharply escalated tensions between India and
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Pakistan, prompting diplomatic retaliation and increasing the risk of military conflict. India has accused Pakistan of supporting

terrorism, and violations of the ceasefire continue along the Line of Control. On the 30t of April, Pakistan announced to have

obtained intelligence that an Indian military strike within 24 to 36 hours is imminent. It indicates a heightened risk of regional and

internal destabilisation, as well as the potential beginning of a military confrontation between India and Pakistan.

Recent events and developments

On 22 April, a terrorist attack occurred in the popular tourist
destination of Braisaran Valley, near Pahalgam in the Indian state
of Jammu and Kashmir, resulting in 26 deaths. Gunmen opened
fire on civilians, making it one of the deadliest attacks in the
region's history. The Kashmir Resistance militant group claimed
responsibility for the attack on social media. According to Indian
officials, this group is linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba, a terrorist
organisation based in Pakistan. However, Pakistan has denied
any involvement and has called on China, Russia and Western
countries to conduct an independent investigation into the
attack. Following the terrorist attack, India closed the border
with Pakistan, suspended the Indus Water Treaty, which governs
water sharing from the Indus River system, and cut off trade ties
with the neighbouring country. Most visas issued to Pakistani
nationals were also revoked. Consequently, between 25 and 27
April, 509 Pakistani citizens left India via the Attari border
crossing, while 744 Indian nationals returned from Pakistan
through Wagah. Tensions between the two countries are
increasing. In retaliation for the Kashmir attack, India has called
for military action against Pakistan. This follows India's
accusation at the UN that Pakistan is a "rogue state", and
Pakistan's Defence Minister, Khwaja Asif, confirming that
Pakistan is involved in training and providing financial support to
terrorist organisations. On April 30, Pakistan's information
minister stated that “credible intelligence” confirmed India
intended to launch a military strike within the next 24 to 36
hours. The day before, Pakistani troops violated the ceasefire
along the Line of Control (Loc) in Jammu and Kashmir for the fifth
consecutive night. Both countries have exchanged small arms
fire across the border since 22 April in areas opposite Kupwara,
Baramulla, and Akhnoor districts.

Impact assessment

The terrorist attack on 22 April in the Braisaran Valley, near
Pahalgam in Jammu and Kashmir, marks a serious escalation in
the already fragile relations between India and Pakistan. Several
diplomatic restrictions have already been implemented in India,
and the two countries have continued to exchange fire. On April
30, Pakistan's minister stated that they have intelligence proving
that India intends to launch a military strike within the next 24 to
36 hours. Previous instances support this, such as in 2019 when
India launched airstrikes against Pakistan following the Pulwama
suicide bombing. However, any Indian strike would likely prompt
an immediate and intense retaliatory response from Pakistan,
thereby increasing the risk of broader military confrontation.
Attaullah Tarar, Federal Minister of Pakistan for Information and
Broadcasting, confirmed on April 27 that Pakistan will “assuredly
and decisively” respond, heightening the risk of immediate and
severe military confrontation. A dangerous escalation between
two nuclear-armed powers will likely begin in this case. Such a
conflict could have devastating regional consequences,
destabilising South Asia economically and politically and drawing
international actors as China and Russia into a broader crisis.
Whether or not the Indian strike occurs, the two countries would
raise the alert level and mobilise troops; any risk of
misinterpretation can raise the volatility of the situation. The
attack also increased India's internal instability, with critics
accusing Modi’s government of a lack of accountability. The
opposition accused the BJP of inciting violence that led to the
terrorist attack and increasing escalation with Pakistan. At the
same time, human rights groups condemned the government’s
response of mass detentions and home demolitions as collective
punishment. These factors could further fuel the internal

discontent that has given rise to various forms of unrest in India.

Advice from Forth Global

Avoid non-essential travel in the Pakistan-India border area

Closely monitor developments and triggers, which may require enhancing security arrangements.

Ensure relevant evacuation or escalation plans are ready to be implemented quickly.

If you encounter a protest or demonstration, turn around, try to leave the area as soon as possible.

Customized advice

Please contact us for specific advice:
+31(0) 35 543 04 37
christiaan@forthglobal.com

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your
organisation and employees for situations like these.
More information on our website:
www.forthglobal.com



