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Summary 
On May 7, India launched Operation Sindoor. The operation targeted sites belonging to what India perceives as terrorist groups in 

Pakistan-controlled Kashmir and Pakistan. Nine locations were engaged by Indi Air Force in Bahawalpur, Muridke, Tehra Kalan, Sialkot, 

Barnala, Kotli, and Muzaffarabad. At least 26 individuals were killed and more were wounded. Pakistani authorities claim most of them 

were civilians. As a response, Islamabad launched artillery strikes along the LoC and vowed retaliation against India. Pakistan’s military 

retaliation is almost certain and can be expected to take a form similar to Operation Sindoor, although the timing is difficult to predict.  

Recent events and developments 
On the early morning of May 7, India launched Operation Sindoor 

to target sites belonging to Jaish-e-Mohammed, Lashkar-e-Taiba 

and other organisations in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir (PcK) and 

in Pakistan. According to Indian authorities, the sites were used 

by the groups to plot operations against India. The strikes 

targeted sites in Bahawalpur, Muridke, Tehra Kalan, Sialkot, 

Barnala, Kotli, and Muzaffarabad. During the operation, an Indian 

shelling reportedly hit an intake infrastructure of the Noseri Dam, 

in PcK. According to Pakistani authorities, at least 26 civilians 

were killed, and more were wounded during the strikes. Pakistan 

labelled India’s strike as an act of war and carried out artillery 

shelling against targets in the Indian-controlled Kashmir (Ick), 

killing at least eight people. Heavy clashes occurred along the 

border, with Pakistan conducting artillery shelling and 

unconfirmed limited incursions. Indian authorities confirmed that 

three Indian jets crashed in Jammu and Kashmir provinces, while 

Pakistan claims that five Indian Air Force jets were lost. Amongst 

them, there appear to be French-manufactured aircraft, either 

Rafales or a Mirage-2000. It is unknown whether the jets were 

shot down. Similarly, Indian authorities claimed to have shot 

down a Pakistani JF-17, a Chinese-manufactured jet. Pakistan's 

military was authorised to undertake “corresponding actions” to 

enact self-defence, while armed clashes are still ongoing on the 

Kashmir Line of Control (LoC). On the international stage, 

countries and international organisations are pushing to solve the 

crisis diplomatically, while China has reaffirmed its support for 

Islamabad. Pakistan’s airspace is currently closed. Similarly, 

airports in northwestern India were closed and airlines 

suspended flights to Pakistan and northwestern India.  

 

Impact assessment 
The escalation between India and Pakistan is critical and highly 

volatile. Since April 22, Pakistani military personnel and 

equipment have been transferred to the border with India and 

clashes against the Indian military have regularly erupted. Such 

military buildup in the area and Pakistan’s vow to retaliate after 

Operation Sindoor suggest that the crisis will be prolonged for 

the coming weeks. Having targeted sites beyond the PcK, inside 

Pakistan’s territory, further increases the risk of a retaliation. The 

call for “corresponding actions” from Pakistan suggests 

Islamabad’s intention to carry out similar operations against 

India and increases the risk of a larger-scale conflict. Islamabad’s 

claim that civilians and critical civilian infrastructures were 

targeted, reportedly including water reservoirs and dams, raises 

concerns as to how Islamabad will plan its retaliation, though it 

is difficult to determine its timing and its exact settings. The form 

and the magnitude of Pakistan’s response will likely be similar to 

Operation Sindoor, aiming at the restoration of deterrence and 

the prevention of further deep strikes. Militarisation and clashes 

along the LoC are expected to continue. The crisis significantly 

compromises the already weak relations between India and 

Pakistan and, if enlarged, may push other actors to exploit the 

chaos to pursue their interests. For instance, Afghanistan may 

use this crisis to strengthen its presence along the border, while 

more intestine tensions may arise in the western region of 

Balochistan. Despite the risk of a large scale conflict between 

India and Pakistan has increased, it remains unlikely that this will 

take place in the near future. Both countries want to restore 

deterrence and cease this confrontation with a victory to 

strengthen their domestic and international stances.  

Advice from Forth Global 
• Avoid travelling to India and Pakistan and do not visit the contested areas in Kashmir nor the adjacent regions. 

• If operating in India or Pakistan, be ready to implement relocation, hibernation, and evacuation plans from the country. 

• Refrain from expressing any political opinion on the ongoing confrontation. 

• Avoid areas where appealing targets are located (military bases, government buildings) and prefer staying inside. 

• Maintain constant contact with employees and partners on the ground to check for conditions and real time updates. 

• Monitor governmental and reliable OSINT channels sources to remain up to date with timing and location of potential strikes. 

Customized advice 
Please contact us for specific advice: 
+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 
christiaan@forthglobal.com 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 
organisation and employees for situations like these. 
More information on our website: 
www.forthglobal.com 


