
   

 
 

 

DISCLAIMER 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 

organization and employees for situations like these. More 

information on our website: www.forthglobal.com 

Customized advice  
Please contact us for specific advice:    

+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 

christiaan@forthglobal.com  

  Advice from Forth Global 

 Ensure that all employees travelling to Venezuela receive a three-day HEAT training prior to deployment. 

 Employees should avoid all protests and other public gatherings. 

 Employees should refrain from sharing their opinions on the political situation in Venezuela. 

 Closely monitor the local and international media and liaise with local partners for updates on the political 
situation and potential protests. 

   

Impact assessment 
The current public unrest in Venezuela is unlikely to cease in 

the short term as both sides claim victory in the Presidential 

elections. Due to this, security forces will keep a heightened 

security presence. Further clashes between security forces, 

supporters of Maduro, and supporters of González can be 

expected mainly in Caracas and potentially in other larger 

cities throughout the country. In Caracas, demonstrations 

can be expected in poor neighbourhoods where people feel 

wronged by the government of Maduro such as La Lucha, 

Petare or 23 de Enero, on public roads, near the Miraflores 

Palace and other governmental buildings, and on public 

squares. Further roadblocks around the city are also to be 

expected, making transportation more difficult. 

Additionally, as more nations have cast the election results 

into doubt, further flight suspensions can be expected, 

mainly against other Central and South American countries. 

Panama and the Dominican Republic serve as main transit 

hubs between Venezuela and Western countries. Their 

suspension will cause significant disruptions to passenger 

movement in and out of the country. The airport itself may 

experience delays due to the ongoing protests and attempts 

to block major roads leading to it. Politically, further 

expulsions of diplomats whose countries call the election 

results into question are likely. International isolation of 

Venezuela stemming from the disputed vote might ignite 

the protests further into broader riots and lootings as 

protestors might feel emboldened by international support 

for their cause.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 
The July 28 Presidential elections in Venezuela have led to a dispute, as both Nicolás Maduro and Edmundo 

González claim victory. Maduro’s claim is backed by the electoral commission, claiming to have won with 51% of 

the vote. González claims electoral fraud and announced his victory with 70% of the vote. Maduro’s victory is also 

disputed internationally, as many nations cast the results into doubt, resulting in the expulsion of diplomats and 

suspension of flights. The dispute resulted in ongoing clashes between protestors and security services in Caracas. 
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Recent events and developments 
On July 28, Presidential elections in Venezuela have taken 

place, with Nicolás Maduro being announced the winner 

with 51% of the vote on Monday, July 29. The head of the 

National Electoral Commission (CNE) has announced the 

results after 80% of the ballots have been counted. The 

result of the election is heavily disputed by the opposition, 

as the leader Edmundo González claims to have won the 

election with 70% of the vote while, according to the CNE, 

González received 44% of the vote. The opposition claims 

the election fraud as, among others, the opposition 

witnesses were prevented from attending counts, and 

vowed to challenge the result. The credibility of the 

election has also been questioned internationally, as the 

USA, EU, and several Central and South American 

countries voiced their concerns. This resulted in the 

expulsion of several diplomats and flight suspension to 

Panama and the Dominican Republic. The vote has 

angered a large part of the Venezuelan population, 

resulting in violent protests in Caracas. Large protests 

began in the Petare and 23 de Enero neighbourhoods. 

Security forces dispersed a protest in the Catia 

neighbourhood and near the Miraflores Palace, reportedly 

using tear gas and rubber bullets. Many roads around the 

city center have been blocked off and demonstrators 

reportedly tried to block roads around the Simon Bolivar 

International Airport. Although Maduro vowed to open a 

national dialogue to ease tensions, he claimed that a coup 

d'etat of a fascist nature is being attempted in the country.   
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