South Africa | Increase in Kidnappings for Ransom
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Summary

Kidnap for ransom constitutes a form of criminality which has become increasingly frequent in South Africa, and particularly
in Gauteng Province, where Johannesburg and Pretoria are situated. Between 2022 and 2023, more than 16,000 kidnappings

were reported. Individuals perceived to be rich, foreign nationals, and university students are likely targets. Crowded public
areas such as the parking lots of supermarkets and crowded roads are among locations kidnappers target. Avoiding displays

of wealth, ensuring the security experience of drivers, and walking in groups when on foot can reduce kidnapping risk.

Recent events and developments

South Africa is increasingly becoming one of the world’s
kidnap-for-ransom hotspots. Between 2022 and 2023, more
than 16,000 kidnappings were reported to police, with the
vast majority taking place in Gauteng, the state in which
Johannesburg and Pretoria lie. Over the last decade,
kidnapping for ransom incidents have increased by 260%.
Those perceived to be high net-worth individuals are
particularly targeted by abductors. Police experts have
further indicated that foreign nationals and university
students are increasingly targeted as they are perceived as
being able to ensure high ransom payouts. The dire state of
the South African economy and the high unemployment
rate represent ideal conditions for incidents of kidnappings
for ransom to continue rising; one in three South African
youths are unemployed, and many turn to criminal activities
to make a living. On June 24, a Portuguese businessman
was kidnapped from West Rand, Johannesburg. That same
week, another Portuguese businessman was released after
21 days in captivity. On March 16, Pretoria police
intercepted a kidnapper in a high-speed chase in Brooklyn,
Pretoria, which led to the release of one victim. On March 6,
two cousins, aged 17 and 19, were kidnapped outside of a
primary school in Brits, outside Pretoria. In early January, a
British Airways pilot was physically assaulted and
kidnapped by assailants from the Checkers supermarket in
Melrose, Johannesburg. The victim was asked by a woman
for help carrying her bags to her vehicle, where abductors
were waiting for him. The pilot was released after he paid
“thousands of pounds”. Protea, Moroka, Orange Farm,
Jeppe and Ivory Park have Gauteng’s highest kidnap rates.

Advice from Forth Global

Impact assessment

Gauteng province, in which Johannesburg and Pretoria lie,
represents the epicentre of South Africa’s increasingly
prevalent kidnapping for ransom problem. The region’s
its and high
unemployment rates have combined to increase the risk of

economic centrality, high population,
kidnapping for ransom. Most kidnap scenarios occur on public
streets within skm of victims’ homes or offices. This may be
due to the fact that victims have reduced situational awareness
when in familiar locations. Counterintuitively, public areas,
even during broad daylight, such as crowded streets, parking
lots, and markets are locations chosen by criminals, as in
crowded spaces, they are able to blend in. Kidnappings for
ransom scenarios can be carried out more quickly than
robberies and often represent higher payouts for criminals.
Victims may be asked to do something for an unsuspecting
individual before being abducted, and such schemes often
feature many individuals working together. Such groups are
known to use social media to monitor the activities of
individuals of interest, such as rich individuals, foreign
nationals, or university students. Besides crowded locations
like those listed above, kidnappings often occur on roads,
urban and rural, in schemes where kidnappers block cars and
quickly abduct those inside. While it is very difficult to predict
where and when kidnappings will occur, one can mitigate the
risks of kidnapping through using diligent drivers with security
training, walking in groups when on foot, and avoiding
displaying wealth in clothes and accessories. Kidnapping for
ransom is likely to remain a prevalent problem in South Africa,
and particularly in Gauteng. Travelers could be targeted if
perceived to be wealthy and in a vulnerable situation.

Advise staff traveling to South Africa to undertake a several days long HEAT training prior to travel.

Ensure sufficient security experience of selected drivers.

Refrain from communicating publicly about travel plans on social media and with strangers.

Avoid displaying wealth in clothes and accessories.

Customized advice
Please contact us for specific advice:

+31 (0) 35 543 04 37
christiaan@forthglobal.com

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your
organization and employees for situations like these. More
information on our website: www.forthglobal.com

DISCLAIMER


http://expatpreventive.com/disclaimer/

