
   

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 

organization and employees for situations like these. More 

information on our website: www.forthglobal.com 

Customized advice  
Please contact us for specific advice:    

+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 

christiaan@forthglobal.com  

  Advice from Forth Global 
• Ensure all employees travelling to Senegal undertake three-day HEAT training prior to departure. 

• Advise staff to abstain from disclosing their personal views on the political situation, in person and via 

social media. 

• Advise staff to avoid all politically related rallies and demonstrations. 

• Continuously monitor local news and liaise with local partners to stay up to date with any developments in 

the region of operations.  

 

  

Impact assessment 

President Macky Sall’s promises to conduct free and 

fair elections are in stark contrast to the current 

situation. As a result of continual repression, political 

tensions among voters are very likely to grow across 

the country, in particular following the exclusion of 

Sonko from the presidential candidate list. The 

impossibility of Sonko running for the elections is likely 

to fuel protests in the capital and in the southern city 

of Ziguinchor, where he was appointed mayor in 2022. 

These demonstrations have the potential to quickly 

turn violent and lead to casualties, as it occurred 

during summer’s protests. Additionally, clashes 

between supporters of different political parties are 

not unthinkable as this was the case in the 2019 

presidential elections. Security forces are known to 

respond to protests with tear gas, rubber bullets and 

live ammunition, posing critical risks for bystanders. 

Dakar will very likely remain the epicentre of political 

rallies. 

Travellers should avoid expressing political opinions 

due to the potential for escalation of violence or 

detentions. Amid increasing repression on freedom of 

expression, the government is likely to restrict social 

media and communications, which can affect 

businesses operating in Senegal and travellers.  

 

Summary 
Pre-election crackdowns have been occurring recently in Senegal as authorities target political opposition 

candidates, activists and media ahead of the February 25 presidential elections. There is increase in arrests, 

harassment and restrictions on freedom of expression, which raises concerns over mounting tensions among voters. 

Following the exclusion of favored Ousmane Sonko from the list of candidates running for the elections, ongoing 

grievances are very likely to escalate, potentially leading to civil unrest and the disruption of peaceful elections.   
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Recent events and developments 
Political polarization is threatening to destabilize 

Senegal ahead of presidential elections scheduled for 

February 25. On January 20, Senegal’s Constitutional 

Council published the official list of candidates running 

for the elections. The list excluded Ousmane Sonko, 

president Macky Sall’s longtime main political 

opponent, and Karim Wadem, the son of former 

president Abdoulaye Wade. December 30, 2023, saw 

opposition activists plan to rally at ACAPES Field, Dakar 

to support the imprisoned Sonko, however, the 

gathering had been banned due to threats to public 

order. Sonko has been arrested since July 28, being the 

preferred candidate by appealing to a young 

demographic. Following his sentencing, a wave of 

violent demonstrations erupted in the capital Dakar and 

other parts of Senegal from June to August 2023, 

sparking some of the most violent episodes in recent 

years. The authorities have been using the judicial 

system to target political opponents and dissidents, 

including arrests. As a response, violent clashes began in 

2021 and resulted in at least 37 deaths and up to 1000 

arrests of opposition leaders and activists. In the lead-up 

to the 2019 presidential elections, supporters of 

opposing parties rallied against one another in violent 

clashes across several places in the country.   
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