
 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

We provide a wide range of services to prepare your 

organization and employees for situations like these. More 

information on our website: www.expatpreventive.com/en/ 

Customized advice  
Please contact us for specific advice:    

+31 (0) 35 543 04 37 

christiaan@expatpreventive.com  

Advice from Expat Preventive: 

• Conduct thorough ship specific and/or offshore infrastructure pre-voyage threat and risk assessments in 

order to pinpoint the necessary Ship Protection Measures (SPS) and offshore platform security procedures.   

• Always implement scanning and surveillance measures for counter-piracy resilience. Long range tracking 

and monitoring systems can aid in the early detection of unidentified ships, small boats, swimmers etc. 

• Ensure that there are direct means of communication with the local authorities or relevant stakeholder in 

case of an emergency. Information sharing can be an essential asset to be constantly informed of piracy. 

• Regularly check IMBs interactive map on piracy related incidents around the world: https://www.icc-

ccs.org/piracy-reporting-centre/live-piracy-map. For additional information on piracy reports in South East 

Asia, follow ReCAAP ISC’s website https://www.recaap.org.  

 

 

Impact 

Developing and export dependent countries are more 

susceptible to attacks, as poor infrastructure, weaker 

security measures and most prominently the high 

transit of ships and presence of offshore rigs will 

attract pirate related activity. In Africa, countries like 

Nigeria, Cameroon, Togo and Benin are highly 

impacted by the piracy threat. Factors such as 

inefficient governance, weak security forces, illegal 

activities on land and ongoing poverty have incited 

piracy in the region. Maritime tracking and satellite 

imaging of nearby vessels has been a topic of recent 

debate in order to effectively prepare for any plausible 

attacks. South East Asian maritime agencies have 

started to invest further into enhanced aerial and 

naval surveillance. Yet, the actual effectiveness and 

enforcement can be of debate, as the increasing 

incident figures of 2020 highlight an unprecedented 

security dilemma for companies and governments. 

COVID-19 is likely to make the maritime industry 

more prone to piracy as the shift in resource allocation 

towards the outbreak can disrupt crew efforts, 

infrastructural maintenance and security spending.  

Assessment 

2020 has seen a 24% increase in pirate related attacks 

and attempts in comparison to the first quarter of 2019. 

The Gulf of Guinea (GoG) remains the world’s piracy 

hotspot, accounting for nearly half, 21 of the attacks in 

2020 so far. The Niger Delta, an oil reach area has 

particularly been susceptible to such attacks. The 

attacks in the GoG are taking place increasingly further 

away from the coastline at distances of between 45 and 

75 nautical miles, making it harder for security forces to 

respond in time. Kidnapping for ransom, the most re-

occurring means of piracy in Africa, increased by 50% 

from 2018 to 2019 in the GoG, a phenomenon which is 

likely to continue throughout 2020. In South East Asia, 

there has been a threefold increase in piracy in the first 

quarter of 2020, with 28-armed robberies in comparison 

to 10 in 2019. The Singapore Strait, the Java Sea and the 

Sibuyan Sea have been particularly prone to various 

incidents. Armed robberies have been the main means 

of the attacks in which pirates have stolen scrap metal, 

engine parts, power cables etc. Coupled with COVID-19, 

this trend is likely to continue, if security measures, 

resilience, and poor governance are not ameliorated. 

Recent events and developments 
The first quarter of 2020 (January to March) saw an increase in piracy around the world with 49 attacks compared 

to 38 in 2019. Moreover, over the last two months there have been numerous attacks to cruise and container ships, 

fishing boats, oil rigs and other offshore infrastructures in the Gulf of Guinea, the Gulf of Aden, in Ecuadorian waters 

and in South East Asia (Indonesia, India, Singapore, Malaysia and the Philippines). Piracy combined with COVID-

19 is likely to insight further momentum of attacks worldwide. 
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